
[18] And he said to Sacrifice and Zalmunna, “Where1 are the men who you killed at Tabor?” And they said, “As 
you, as they, each one as the form of the king's sons.”2 [19] And he said, “They were my brothers, sons of my mother. 
Yehvah lives.3 If you had let them live, I would not have killed you.” [20] And he said to Jether his firstborn, “Arise, kill 
them.” And the young man did not draw out his sword, because he was afraid; for he was still a youth. [21] And Sacrifice 
and Zalmunna said, “Arise yourself and attack4 us. For as a man is, so is his strength.” And Gideon arose and killed 
Sacrifice and Zalmunna. And he took the crescent ornaments that were on their camels' necks.

[22] And men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us, both you, also your son, also your son's son. For you saved 
us from hand of Midian!” [23] And Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over you, and my son will not rule over you. 
Yehvah shall rule over you.” [24] And Gideon said to them, “Let me ask from you a request. So, give to me each a ring of 
his spoil.” For they had rings of gold, because they were Ishmaelites. [25] And they said, “Giving, we will give.” And they 
spread out the garment and threw there each a ring of his spoil. [26] And the weight of the gold rings which he requested 
was one thousand seven hundred of gold, apart from the crescent ornaments, and the pendants, and the purple robes that 
were on kings of Midian, and apart from the necklaces which were on their camels necks. [27] And Gideon made it into an 
ephod and placed it in his city in Ophrah. And all Israel played the prostitute after it there. And it was to Gideon and to his 
house for a snare.5 [28] So, Midian was subdued before sons of Israel, and they did not again lift their head. And the land 
was quiet forty years in Gideon's days.

[29] And Jerubaal, son of Joash, went and dwelt in his house. [30] And Gideon had seventy6 sons going out his 
loins, for he had many women.7 [31] And his concubine who was in Shechem also bore to him a son, and he made his name 
Abimelech.8 [32] And Gideon, son of Joash, died in a good old age. And he was buried in tomb of Joash his father in 
Ophrah of the Abi-Ezrite. [33] And it was, just as Gideon died, so sons of Israel turned and played the prostitute after the 
Baals. And they set up for themselves Covenant Baal9 for Gods.10 [34] And sons of Israel did not remember Yehvah their 
Gods who delivered them from hand of all their enemies roundabout. [35] And they did not deal kindly with house of 
Jerubaal, Gideon, for all the good which he did with Israel.

1  ”Where” ESV, RSV, LXX (ποῦ [pou]); “How” YLT; “What kind of” NKJV, NAS; “What manner of“ (êyphoh') איפיפה ה 

KJV – this is a peculiar use. Elsewhere, always “where” (Genesis 37:16; Ruth 2:19; 1 Samuel 19:22; 2 Samuel 9:4; Job 
4:7; 38:4; Isaiah 49:21; Jeremiah 3:2; 36:19; ).
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ה 3 הוהה י־ינ  Yehvah lives” - YLT “Jehovah liveth”; Green “As Jehovah lives”; NKJV, etc. “As the LORD“ (chay-yehvâh) חי
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Jeremiah 22:24; 46:18; Ezekiel 5:11; 14:16, 18, 20; 16:48; 17:16, 19; 18:3; 20:3, 31, 33; 33:11, 27; 34:8; 35:6, 11; 

Zephaniah 2:9; and ם עה לה י לנ נה כי י אה .I live forever” in Deuteronomy 32:40“ (chay 'ânokiy le`olâm) חי

4 ע  גי  - ”attack” ISV, MEV; “kill” NKJV; “fall” YLT, KJV, NAS – not technically a word for “kill” or “fall“ (`phega) פנ
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5 .snare” - same word used in Psalm 106:36 for the snare of idolatry“ (moqêsh) מוקֵקיפאש 
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