17[1] And traveling through the Amphipolis' and Apollonia,’ they came into Thessalonica,’
where there was the synagogue of the Jews. [2] And according to the custom to the Paul, he went in to
them, and on three Sabbaths, he reasoned with them from the writings, [3] explaining and setting forth
that “the Christ had to suffer and to rise from dead, and that this one is the Christ, Joshua, whom I am
proclaiming to you.” [4] And some of them were persuaded and joined the Paul and the Silas, and a
great multitude of the devout Greeks, and not a few of the leading women.

[5] And the disobedient Jews, taking some evil men from the marketplace, and forming a mob,
were troubling the city. And coming upon the house of Jason,* they sought to bring them unto the
populace. [6] And not finding them, they dragged the Jason and some brethren unto the city officials,
crying out, that “These who have stirred up the inhabited world® have arrived here too! [7] Jason has
welcomed them, and these all are acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying another to be king,
Joshua.” [8] And they troubled the crowd and the city officials hearing these things. [9] And receiving
the pledge® from the Jason and the rest, they released them. [10] And immediately during the night, the
brethren sent the Paul and the Silas out to Berea:” who having arrived, were going into the synagogue
of the Jews.

[11] And these were more noble® than those in Thessalonica. They received the word with all
readiness, daily examining the writings,’ if they have' these things so. [12] Therefore, many of them
believed, and of the Greeks not a few prominent women and men. [13] And when the Jews from the
Thessalonica knew that also in the Berea the word of the God was proclaimed by the Paul, they came
there shaking'' the crowds. [14] And then immediately, the brethren sent out the Paul toward the sea,
and both the Silas and the Timothy remained there. [15] And those escorting the Paul led him unto
Athens."” And receiving a command to the Silas and Timothy, that, as soon as possible to come to him,
they departed.

[16] And while the Paul was waiting for them in the Athens, his spirit was being provoked in
him, seeing the city is given over to idolatry." [17] Therefore, he was reasoning in the synagogue with

1 Apdimoity (Amphipolin) “Amphipolis” - only here.

AmoAAwviav (Apolldnian) “Apollonia” only here.

Oceaoatovixyy (Thessalonikén) “Thessalonica” - found also in Acts 17:11, 13; Philippians 4:16; 2 Timothy 4:10.
‘Idgovog (Iasonos) “Jason” - found also in Acts 17:5-7, 9; Romans 16:21.

oixoupévny (oikoumenén) “inhabited world” - see footnote for Luke 2:1.

ixavov (hikanon) “pledge” NAS; “security” NKJV, KJV, YLT; “bond” DLNT; “bail” MOUNCE, TLB, NET; “sufficient

assurance” GNV — general term meaning “much” (e.g. Matthew 28:12) or “enough” (Luke 22:38) or “sufficient” (2
Corinthians 2:6), used here for some kind of pledge or security.

7 Bépowav (Beroian) “Berea” - found also in Acts 17:13. Acts 20:4 has “Berean” Bepotalog (Beroiaios).
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8  elyevéaTepol (eugenesteroi) “more noble” - comparative adjective (thus “more”), found twice elsewhere only not in

comparative form, Luke 19:12 (“noble”) & 1 Corinthians 1:26 (“noble”).

ypadas (graphas) “writings” - YLT “Writings”; WE “holy writings”; NLV “Holy Writings”; NKJV, etc. “Scriptures” -

see footnote for Matthew 21:42.

10 &l €yot (ei echoi) “if they have” = a more literal translation — Green “if . . . are”; NKJV, KJV, NAS “whether . . . were” -
verb is in the present tense, same root word as e.g. Acts 16:16 “having” (TT, “possessed” NKJV).

11 oaAedovtes (saleuontes) “shaking” - Green “shaking up”; YLT “agitating”; NKJV, KJV “stirred up” - every other time
this word is found in the NT, NKJV translates it “shaken,” Matthew 11:7; 24:29; Mark 13:25; Luke 6:38, 48 (“shake™);
7:24; 21:26; Acts 2:25; 4:31; 16:26; 2 Thessalonians 2:2; Hebrews 12:26 (“shook”; oeiw “I shake™)-27.

12 Abnvév (Athéndn) “Athens” - found also in Acts 17:16; 18:1; 1 Thessalonians 3:1.

Nl

13 xateldwAov (kateiddlon) “given over to idolatry” - WYC “given to idolatry”; KIV “wholly given to idolatry”; NKJV
“given over to idols”; NAS “full of idols” - singular noun - only here, more literally perhaps, “down with idolatry”



the Jews and with the worshipers, and in the marketplace every day to those who happen to be there.
[18] And also some of the Epicurean'* and the Stoic'’ philosophers'® were conversing'” with him. And
some were saying, “What does this seed picker'® wish to say?”” And some, “He seems to be a
proclaimer of strange'® demons.”*° Because, he was preaching the good news of the Joshua and the
resurrection. [19] And taking hold of him, they led over to the Areopagus®' saying, “Can we know what
this new doctrine spoken by you is? [20] For you are bringing some strange things to our ears. We
wish, then, to know what these things might be?”** [21] Now, all the Athenians* and the visiting
strangers were spending time doing nothing other than to tell or to hear something new.

[22] And the Paul, standing in the middle of the Areopagus, said, “Men, Athenians, I perceive
you according to all things as most religious.?* [23] For passing through and observing your objects of
worship I even found an altar on which had been written,” 'To God Unknown."” Therefore, whom you
ignorantly worship, this one I proclaim to you.”

(xate “down” + eldwAov “idol”).
14 ’Emixoupeiwy (Epikoureidn) “Epicurean” = followers of Epicurus — only found here.

15 270ix&v (Stoikon) “Stoic” - Greek word etymologically with meaning related to the English word “stoic.” MW on stoic

“l. “capitalized : a member of a school of philosophy founded by Zeno of Citium about 300 b.c. holding that the wise
man should be free from passion, unmoved by joy or grief, and submissive to natural law. 2 : one apparently or
professedly indifferent to pleasure or pain”

16 ¢thogodwv (philosophdn) “philosophers” - compound word meaning “lover or friend of wisdom” - ¢{Aog (philos) =

“friend” or “lover” e.g. James 4:4; codla (sophia) = “wisdom” e.g. James 3:15. Here's a good example of the basic idea

of the word is the polar opposite of its meaning in practice (Proverbs 1:7; 14:6; 17:16; 1 Corinthians 1:20-23; 3:19-20;
“earthly, sensual, demonic” wisdom James 3:15).

17 ouvéPardov (suneballon) “were conversing” NAS; DLNT, LEB, NET, TLV, WEB; “encountered” NKJV, KJV —

imperfect (continual past action) — for use of this verb see also Luke 2:19 (“pondered”); 14:31 (“to make war with”; TT
“to meet”); Acts 4:15 (“conferred”); 18:27 (“helped”); 20:14 (“met™).

18 omeppoddyos (spermologos) “seed picker” YLT, EHV; “word sower” DRA; “sower of words” WYC; “word-scatterer”

NTE; “babbler” NKJV, KJV, ESV, etc.; “idle babbler” NAS; “babbler [or charlatan; or ignorant show-off; word-
scatterer]” EXB; “junk scavenger” MIT; “(a figurative expression, literally 'one who picks up seed,' originally a
reference to birds picking up seed, but figuratively applied to a person who is an information scavenger) one who is not
able to say anything worthwhile in view of his miscellaneous collection of tidbits of information - 'foolish babbler."”

Louw-Nida Lexicon. Compound word combining the words “seed” oméppa (sperma) and “word” Aéyos (logos).

19 Eévwv (Xevdn) “strange” YLT, NAS, KJV, DLNT, etc.; “foreign” NKJV, Green, etc. - can be either.

20 5aly.ovicov (daimonion) “demons” YLT; Green; DARBY; “gods” NKJV, KJV, CEB, etc.; “deities” NAS, CSB, DLNT,

etc..This is the word for “demons” in the NT. See, e.g. Matthew 9:34; 12:24; Mark 3:22; Luke 11:15; 1 Corinthians
10:20-21; 1 Timothy 4:1; Revelation 16:14.

21 "Apewv 'rro'tyov (Areion pagon) “Areopagus” NKJV, KJV, NAS, YLT, DLNT, Green, etc.; “Areopagus [or the Hill of
Ares; or Mars Hill; Ares (Greek name) or Mars (Roman name)” EXB; “Mars' Hill” RGT, NLV — two words here,
second, TTayos (pagos) = “frost” in LXX Exodus 16:14; Job 37:10 (see KJV). “Ares” is a reference to the god of war.
These two words are also found in Acts 17:22.

22 i &v 6élot Talite lvat (ti an theloi tauta eivai) “what these things might be” - same exact phrase in Acts 2:12, except
there in the singular (“this”), here plural (“these things”).

23 ’AByvaior (Athénaioi) “Athenians” - found also in Acts 17:22.

24 5Etot5atpoveo'répoug (deisidaimonesterous) “very religious” NKJV, NAS, etc; “too superstitious” KJV, BRG, etc;
“over-religious” YLT; “fearful of gods” Green, RGT; “most religious or very reverent to demons” AMPC; “given up to
demon worship” DARBY - this word is in the comparative form. Related word found in Acts 25:19 detgtdatpoviag
(deisidaimonias) “religion” NKJV, NAS; “superstition” KJV.



25 &v qN) émeyéypamto (en hd epegegrapto) “on which had been written” Green; “on which had been inscribed” YLT, EHV;
“with this inscription” NKJV, KJV, NAS. Preposition (£v), relative pronoun (cf)), pluperfect passive verb (émey€ypamTo).

26 Ayvwotw 0ed (Agndstd thed) “To God Unknown” - “To God — unknown” YLT; “To an Unknown God” ASV, CSB,
CEB, etc; “TO THE UNKNOWN GOD” NKIJV, KJV. No definite article in the Greek.



