
18[1] And it was, as his finishing to speak to Saul, so Jonathan's soul was 
bound with David's soul, and Jonathan loved him as his soul.1 [2] And Saul took 
him on that day, and did not let him return to his father's house. [3] And in his love 
with him as his soul, Jonathan and David cut a covenant. [4] And Jonathan 
stripped himself of the robe that was upon him and gave it to David, and his 
garments,2 and unto his sword, and unto his bow and unto his belt.

[5] And David went out in all that Saul sent him acting prudently. And Saul 
set him over the men of war, and he did good in the eyes of all the people and also in 
the eyes of Saul's servants. [6] And in was, in their coming in, in David's return from 
striking the Philistine, the women went out from all of Israel's cities to sing and 
dance to meet Saul the king with tambourines, with joy, and with musical 
instruments. [7] And the women who were celebrating3 sang and said, “Saul has 
struck his thousands4 and David his tens of thousands.”5 [8] And Saul was very 
angry, and this thing was bad in his eyes. And he said, “They give to David tens of 
thousands and to me they give the thousands. And yet to him is only the kingship.” 
[9] And Saul was guilty6 with David from that day and onward.

[10] And it was on the next day, so a bad spirit of Gods rushed to Saul and he 
prophesied in the midst of the house, and David played with his hand as on other 
days.7 And the spear was in Saul's hand. [11] And Saul cast the spear and said, “I 
will strike in David and in the wall.” And David turned around from before him 
twice. [12] And Saul was afraid of David, for Yehvah was with him and had turned 
aside from with Saul. [13] And Saul took him away from with him and put him 
leader of a thousand. And he went out and came in before the people. [14] And 
David was prudent in all his ways, and Yehvah was with him. [15] And Saul saw 
that he was very prudent, and he dreaded8 him. [16] And all Israel and Judah loved 
David, for he was going out and coming in before them.

[17] And Saul said to David, “Look, my oldest daughter, Merab, I will give her 
to you for a woman,9 only be for me for a son of valor and fight Yehvah's battles.” 
And Saul said, “My hand shall not be against him. So, Philistines' hand will be 
against him.” [18] And David said to Saul, “Who am I and what is my life from my 
father's family in Israel that I should be son-in-law to the king?” [19] And it was, 
when it was time to give Merab, Saul's daughter, to David, so she was given to 

1  Proverbs 19:8 (“loves his soul”), more literally, “he who buys heart loves his soul.”

2 יו   די .his garments” - see footnote for 1 Samuel 17:38“ (maddâyv) מד

3 קות   חק שד  celebrating” GW, NOG; “playing” YLT; “danced” NKJV – used in similar context in 2“ (mesachaqot) מש

Samuel 6:5 (“celebrating” NAS), 21 (“celebrate” NAS); 1 Chronicles 13:8 (“celebrating” NAS). 

4  Written ו פי לי יו his thousands”; read“ (alâphâv') אק פי לי ”his thousands“ (alâphâyv') אק

5  his tens of thousands” (plural); NKJV, KJV, NAS “his ten thousands”; YLT “myriads” - see“ (rivvotâyv) רבְבשבתָתייו  

footnote for Genesis 24:60. 

6  Written ון ן guilty”; read“ (âon`) עי .eyed” NKJV – verb only found here“ (oyên`) עוין

7 יום   יום׀ בש ”as at other times” - more literally, “as day in day“ (keyom beyom) כש

8 ר   גי .dreaded” NAS; “was afraid of” NKJV, KJV – same word as e.g. in Numbers 22:3 “dread” NKJV“ (yâgâr) יי

9  David was already suppose to receive one of Saul's daughters (1 Samuel 17:25).



Adriel10 the Meholathite11 for a woman.
[20] And Michal, Saul's daughter, loved David, and they told Saul; and the 

thing was right12 in his eyes. [21] And Saul said, “I will give her to him, and she shall 
be to him for a snare, and Philistines' hand shall be against him.” And Saul said to 
David a second time, “Be a son-in-law to me today.”

[22] And Saul commanded his servants, “Speak to David in secret, saying, 
'Look, the king delights in you and all his servants love you, so now, be a son-in-law 
to the king.'” [23] And Saul's servants spoke these words in David's ears. And David 
said, “Is it a slight thing in your eyes to be son-in-law to the king? And I am a poor 
man and lightly esteemed.” [24] And Saul's servants told him, saying, “According to 
these words David spoke.” [25] And Saul said, “Thus you shall say to David, 'There 
is no delight in a dowry to the king, except in a hundred Philistines' foreskins to 
take vengeance on the king's enemies.” And Saul thought to cause David to fall by 
Philistines' hand. [26] And his servants told David these words, and the thing was 
right in David's eyes to be son-in-law to the king; and the days were not fulfilled.

[27] And David arose and went, he and his men, and struck in the Philistines 
two hundred men. And David brought their foreskins and fulfilled them to the king 
to be son-in-law to the king. And Saul gave to him Michal his daughter for a woman.

[28] And Saul saw and knew that Yehvah was with David. And Michal, Saul's 
daughter, loved him. [29] And Saul was yet more afraid of David, and Saul was an 
enemy of David all the days. [30] And the Philistines' leaders went out, and it was, 
as often as their going out, David acted more prudently than all Saul's servants. And 
his name was very highly esteemed.

10 ל   יאן רבְ דש  Adriel” (= “God is my help”) - found also in 2 Samuel 21:8, where Adriel is noted as having 5“ (adriy'êl`) עד

sons (NAS “born to Adriel” ה די לש  via Michal , Saul's daughter, David's wife! So, Michal was given to David in 1 ( יי

Samuel 18:27, and later given to Palti in 1 Samuel 25:44; then given back to David in 2 Samuel 3:13. At some point, by 
2 Samuel 21:8, she had committed adultery at least 5 times with Adriel! 2 Samuel 6:23 says, “for Michal . . .  there was 
not to her a child unto the day of her death.” Context dictates via David. 

11 י   תבְ חתָלי .Meholathite” - found also in 2 Samuel 21:8“ (mecholâtiy) מש

12 ר   שד right” YLT; “pleased” NKJV; “agreeable to” NAS“ (yishar) יבְ


